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With the increasing competition among world powers in the Far East from 1884 
to 1894, the political climate of Corean dynasty was also in the state of turmoil. Under 
that circumstance, the suzerain government of Qing dynasty in China conceived new 
interferential policies on Corea in order to reinforce the suzerainty out of the 
consideration about Chinese interests and maintenance of the suzerainty-vassal 
relationship. The dissertation attempts to reveal and discuss how Chinese suzerain 
government achieves its goal by controlling Corean Maritime Customs system. The 
Qing government created the Inspector-General of Corean Maritime Customs Service, 
whose head was nominated by Chinese Inspector-General, yet appointed by Baying 
Minister, and in turn controlled the power of administration and personnel of the 
institution. Since Corea replied highly on the Customs revenue of its treaty ports to 
repay the debt, the Chinese government of Qing in some sense had totally controlled 
Corean financial powers, which served its initial purpose of maintaining suzerainty. 
The structure of this dissertation is as follows: 
Chapter one analyzes the general situation of Corea in the mid 19th century, 
discussing the political chaos raised between pro-china and pro-Japan senior officials 
after the Japanese invasion. 
Chapter two reviews the whole course of Qing government’s suggestion of 
opening Corean ports to all western powers and its help to erect customs agency under 
the request of the Corean king. Then, this part mentions the Qing government’s 
appointment of the general maritime customs service, including the control of its 
administration, personnel, and loan affairs. The control ended after the Sino-Japanese 
war of 1894-1895. 
Chapter three analyzes the statistic of trade volumes during 1884-1893, items of 
goods, the tendency, and the fierce competition between China and Japan. 
Conclusion: this part summarizes the whole dissertation, which is the reason why 
suzerain government of Qing dynasty controlling Corean Maritime Customs is to 
prevent Japan’s penetration, and reinforce its suzerainty. 
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